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For many years, China has been seen as the ‘world factory’ because of cheap labor and large market,
and the manufacturing industry remains to be the backbone of the Chinese economy. However
Chinese manufacturing industry faces grand challenges due to increasing labor costs, environmental
constraints, etc. The Chinese Manufacturing 2025 strategy is a timely response to these challenges.
This talk starts with a brief overview of the status quo of the Chinese manufacturing industry and
outlines the Chinese Manufacturing 2025 strategy. It focuses on discussing why artificial intelligence
is the key to the success of the strategy. Some promising AI progress, innovations and directions
relevant to the strategy are described in this context such as brain-inspired AI, big data driven AI, AI
chips and sensors, hybrid intelligence, intelligent-DIY, AI as a service, etc.
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