Title (Units):

Course Aims:

Prerequisite:

GTSU2055 To Fear or Not To Fear: The Coming of Al and What It
Means for Our Communities (3,3,0)

The Al revolution has often been compared to the industrial revolution. The
industrial revolution dramatically reduced the relevancy of land in the economy,
shifted the political power from land-owning aristocrats to industrialists, drove
hordes of peasants to the cities, and set the stage for subsequent social and political
changes around the world. Will Al similarly dramatically reduce the relevancy of
humans in the economy, concentrate power in the hands of those who have access
to Al, disrupt the fabric of our political institutions, and threaten the sustainability
of our communities?

Nil

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs):
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

No. | Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)
Knowledge

1 Describe the differences between Al and automation and explain concepts and issues related to Al
and sustainability.

2 Integrate knowledge in various disciplines (such as political science, economics, computer science,
law, and sociology) to identify areas where the arrival of Al would critically affect sustainable
community.

Professional Skill

3 Evaluate the impacts of Al and prepare for the future at the individual level.

4 Apply knowledge from various disciplines to design potential solutions and policy instruments for
sustainable community.

Calendar Description:

The Al revolution has often been compared to the industrial revolution. The
industrial revolution dramatically reduced the relevancy of land in the economy,
shifted the political power from land-owning aristocrats to industrialists, drove
hordes of peasants to the cities, and set the stage for subsequent social and
political changes around the world. Will Al similarly dramatically reduce the
relevancy of humans in the economy, concentrate power in the hands of those
who have access to Al, disrupt the fabric of our political institutions, and threaten
the sustainability of our communities?

Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAS):

CILOs Type of TLA

1-4 Lectures Interactive lectures will facilitate students’ understanding of various issues related
to Al.

1-4 Reflection on media Students will watch videos on how Al affects our communities.
Students will evaluate the viewpoints expressed in these videos.

2-4 In-class debate Students will debate on a relevant debate topic after each lecture.

1-4 Group Projects Students will choose from various fantasies of how Al changes the future
(such as Al enslaving human beings, Al becoming the president, etc.). They will evaluate
the possibility and sustainability of such a story and how we could prepare ourselves for
that.

Assessment:
No. | Assessment | Weighting | CILOs to be Description of Assessment Tasks
Methods addressed
1 Class 20% 2-4 Students are encouraged to prepare before classes

Participation

by reading the relevant readings. They will be
assessed by how well they manage to raise thought-
provoking and meaningful questions during lectures




and in-class debates. Students are also required to
hand in a summary paragraph after their classmates’
in-class debates.

2 Class 15% 1-4 Students will give a class presentation on their
Presentation group projects. They will be assessed by how well
they articulate their ideas and answer questions.
3 Two in-class 45% 2-4 Students will form groups, and each group will be
debates assigned two of the weekly debate topics. They will
be assessed by how well they work as a team and
debate in a civil and reasoned manner.
4 Group 20% 1-4 Students will choose an Al-related fantasy
Project mentioned in fictions, movies, etc., and give a

critical evaluation of whether the described
scenarios are socially, economically, politically, and
technologically plausibility. They will be assessed
by how well they integrate interdisciplinary
knowledge into their analysis, and how well they
can suggest ways our communities can prepare for
that possible future.

Assessment Rubrics:

Excellent (A)

Good (B)

Satisfactory

(®)

Achieve the first two CILOs, demonstrating a thorough understanding of
the concepts of information management technology in business
environment.

Demonstrate excellent ability to use IT tools to acquire, communicate
and present social and business information via different digital media
formats.

Able to well apply Design Thinking to understand and analyse social
challenges, and design user-centric solutions using information
technology.

Able to well apply information technologies as well as business
knowledge to solve social challenges innovatively.

Achieve the first two CILOs, demonstrating a good understanding of the
concepts of information management technology in business
environment.

Demonstrate good ability to use IT tools to acquire, communicate and
present social and business information via different digital media
formats.

Able to apply Design Thinking to understand and analyse social
challenges, and design user-centric solutions using information
technology.

Able to apply information technologies as well as business knowledge to
solve social challenges innovatively.

Achieve the first two CILOs, demonstrating a basic level of
understanding of the concepts of information management technology in
business environment.

Able to use a few IT tools to acquire, communicate and present social
and business information via different digital media formats.

Able to apply certain Design Thinking to understand and analyse social
challenges, and design user-centric solutions using information
technology.




o Able to apply a few information technologies as well as business
knowledge to solve social challenges innovatively.

o Achieve the first two CILOs, demonstrating a minimal level of
understanding of the concepts of information management technology in
business environment.

o Able to use basic IT tools to acquire, communicate and present social

Marginal Pass and business information via different digital media formats.

(D) o Able to apply basic Design Thinking to understand and analyse social
challenges, and design user-centric solutions using information
technology.

e Able to apply basic information technologies as well as business
knowledge to solve social challenges innovatively.

« Do not achieve the first two CILOs, and have little understanding of the
concepts of information management technology in business
environment.

o Unable to use basic IT tools to acquire, communicate and present social

Fail and business information via different digital media formats.

(3] « Unable to apply basic Design Thinking to understand and analyse social
challenges, and design user-centric solutions using information
technology.

o Unable to apply basic information technologies as well as business
knowledge to solve social challenges innovatively.

Course Content and CILOs Mapping:

Content CILO No.

[ Overview: Al and Sustainable Communities 1-4

1 Al and Free Will 1-4

I Al and the Sustainability of Democracy 1-4

IV | Al and the Sustainability of Civil Liberties 1-4

\% Al and Privacy 1-4

Vi Privacy Protection Around the World 1-4

VIl | Al and the Sustainability of Our Job Opportunities 1-4

VIl | Al and Inequality 1-4

IX | Al and ldentity 1-4

X Al and Culture 1-4

XI Responsible development of Al 1-4

X1l | Class Presentations of Group Projects 2-4
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