UNIX Commands

	Commands
	Description
	Format
	

	at 
	Execute a shell script at a time you specify
	at [-m] time [date] [+ increment]

at [-l | -r] [job-list]
	

	
	-l
	
	

	
	-m
	
	

	
	-r
	
	

	awk 
	Search for and process a pattern in a file
	awk [-Fc] –f  program-file [file-list]

awk program [file-list]
	

	
	-fprogram-file
	
	

	
	-Fc
	
	

	cal 
	Display a calendar
	cal [month] year

cal 
	cal 4 2021
cal 

cal -m 4

	calendar 
	Present reminder
	calendar 
	

	cat 
	Join or display files
	cat [options] [file-list]
	cat file_name

	
	-e 
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	
	-t
	
	

	
	-u
	
	

	
	-v
	
	

	cd 
	Change to another working directory (without providing directory name = go back to default directory)
	cd [directory]
	cd dir_name

cd ./
cd ../


	chgrp 
	Change the group that is associated with a file
	chgrp [option] group file-list
	

	
	-R
	
	

	chmod 
	Change the access mode of a file
	chmod [option] who [operation] [permission] file-list

chmod [option] mode file-list
	

	
	-R
	
	

	chown 
	Change the owner of a file
	chown [option] owner file-list
	

	
	-R
	
	

	comm 
	Compare sorted files
	comm [options] file1 file2
	

	
	-1
	
	

	
	-2
	
	

	
	-3
	
	

	cp 
	Copy one or more files
	cp [options] source-file destination-file

cp [options] source-file-list destination-directory

cp [-r] source-directory destination-directory
	cp fr_file1 to_file2

	
	-i 
	
	

	
	-r 
	
	

	cpio 
	Store and retrieve files in an archive format
	cpio –o [options]

cpio –i [options] [patterns]

cpio –p [options] directory
	

	
	-o
	
	

	
	-i 
	
	

	
	-p
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	crontab 
	Specify jobs to run at regularly scheduled times
	crontab [filename]

crontab [options] [user-name]
	

	
	-e
	
	

	
	-l
	
	

	
	-r
	
	

	date 
	Display or set the time and date
	date [option] [+format]

date [option] newdate
	date

	
	-u
	
	

	df 
	Display the amount of available disk space
	df [options] [filesystem-list]
	

	
	-F
	
	

	
	-i 
	
	

	
	-t
	
	

	diff 
	Display the differences between two files
	diff [options] file1 file2

diff [options] file1 directory

diff [options] directory file2

diff [options] directory1 directory2
	

	
	-b
	
	

	
	-c
	
	

	
	-C
	
	

	
	-e
	
	

	du 
	Display information on disk usage
	du [options] [directory-list] [file-list]
	

	
	-a
	
	

	
	-r
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	echo 
	Display a message
	echo message
	echo "Text here"

	expr 
	Evaluate an expression
	expr expression
	

	
	:
	
	

	
	*
	
	

	
	/
	
	

	
	%
	
	

	
	+
	
	

	
	-
	
	

	file 
	Display file classification
	file [option] [file-list]
	file file_name

	
	-f file
	
	

	find 
	Find files
	find directory-list expression
	

	
	-name filename
	
	

	
	-type filetype
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	finger 
	Displays detailed information on users
	finger [options] [user-list]
	

	
	-l
	
	

	
	-m
	
	

	
	-q
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	fsck 
	Check and repair a filesystem
	fsck [options] [filesystems-list]
	

	
	-y
	
	

	
	-n
	
	

	
	-F
	
	

	ftp 
	Transfer files over a network connection
	ftp [option] remote-computer
	

	
	-n
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	grep 
	Search for a pattern in files
	grep [options] pattern [file-list]
	

	
	-c
	
	

	
	-i 
	
	

	
	-l
	
	

	
	-n
	
	

	
	-v
	
	

	head 
	Display the beginning (head) of a file
	head [-number] [file-list]
	

	kill 
	Terminate a process
	kill [option] PID-list
	

	
	-9
	
	

	ln 
	Make a link to a file
	ln [options] existing-file new-link

ln [options] existing-file-list directory
	

	
	-f
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	lp 
	Print files
	lp [options] [file-list]
	

	
	-c
	
	

	
	-d
	
	

	
	-m
	
	

	
	-n
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	
	-w
	
	

	ls 
	Display information about one or more files
	ls [options] [file-list]
	ls -l

	
	-a
	
	

	
	-c
	
	

	
	-C
	
	

	
	-d
	
	

	
	-F
	
	

	
	-g
	
	

	
	-i 
	
	

	
	-l
	
	

	
	-L
	
	

	
	-q
	
	

	
	-r 
	
	

	
	-R
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	
	-t
	
	

	
	-u
	
	

	
	-x
	
	

	
	-1
	
	

	mailx 
	Send or receive electronic mail
	mailx [-s subject] user-list

mailx [options]
	

	
	-f
	
	

	
	-H
	
	

	
	-s
	
	

	
	
	
	

	mkdir 
	Make (create) new directory
	mkdir dir_name
	mkdir dir_name

	
	
	
	

	more 
	Display text one screen at a time
	more file1 file2
	more file_name

(Enter = display one line at a time

Space bar = one screen at a time

q = quit)

	
	
	
	

	mv 
	Move a file(s) to different directory
	mv file1 file2 dir_name
	mv file1 dir_name

	
	
	
	

	pwd 
	Print working directory (display current directory)
	
	pwd 

	
	
	
	

	rm 
	Remove file(s)
	rm file1 file2
	rm file_name

	
	
	
	

	rmdir 
	Remove empty directory
	rmdir dir_name
	rmdir dir_name

rm -r dir_name (remove all files inside dir_name, and also remove dir_name too)**

	
	
	
	

	>
	Redirect output to a file (override data)
	cat file1 > file2
	

	
	
	
	

	>>
	Redirect and append output to a file 
	cat file1 file2 >> file3
	

	
	
	
	


