Text Editors

Unix Text Editors

There are a number of different text editors available on most UNIX systems. The following is the most widely used:

1. vi : This editor was written by Bill Joy, a graduate student at the University of California at Berkeley (who later became one of the founders of Sun Microsystems). vi is now the standard editor on most UNIX systems.

Editing with vi
vi Modes

There are 2 kinds of operating modes in vi ; the command mode and insert mode.

When you first enter the vi editor, it is set to the command mode. This mean that vi will treat all keystrokes as editing commands, and not as text to be entered into the file. Pressing <return>, <backspace>, or the space bar while in the command mode moves the cursor without introducing new lines or spaces into the text.

To add text to the file, you must switch to the insert mode:

i 
insert text to the left of the current cursor location

I
insert text to the left of the current line

a 
append text to the right of the cursor

A 
append text to the end of the current line

r
replace single character 

R
replace (type over) existing text

o 
open a new line below the current line and move the cursor there

O
open a new line above the current line and move the cursor there

None of these insert-mode commands appears on the screen, but everything typed in afterward does. Pressing the <escape> key return vi to the command mode.

In general, you use the insert mode when adding text to the file, and the command mode for everything else (moving around the file, deleting text, etc).

NOTE: it is difficult to remember which mode that you are in. When in doubt, hit the <escape> key a couple of times to get back to the command mode. (if the terminal beeps or the screen flashes when you press <escape>, that is a signal that you are already in the command mode).

Opening a New File
1. Select a name for the new file.

2. Enter the vi command, followed by the name of the new file.

$vi hello.bash
Inserting Text
1. Switch to insert mode: this is done using the i (“insert”) command.

2. Enter text into the work buffer: try typing in the following lines.

#!/bin/bash

echo "Hello World"
date

Writing Text to the File
1. Press <escape> to get back into the command mode.

2. Enter the write command: Type a colon (:), a w, and hit a <return>

:w <return>

3. Leave the vi editor. This is done using the Quit (:q) command.

:q <return>

The computer will answer with the shell prompt to let you know you are out of vi and back in the UNIX shell.

$

	Opening, Writing, and closing Files
	(use <return>)

	vi filename
	Open file named filename (UNIX shell command)

	:w 
	Write changes into default file

	:w filename
	Write changes into file named filename

	:q
	Quit vi

	:wq
	Write changes into file and quit vi

	:q!
	Quit without writing changes into file

	Inserting Text
	(vi command mode)

	a 
	Add text to the right of the current cursor locations

	i 
	Insert text to the left of the cursor

	o 
	Open up a new line below the current line

	O
	Open up a new line above the current line

	r 
	Replace a single character

	R
	Replace (type over) text

	<escape>
	Return to command mode

	Moving the Cursor 
	<vi command mode)

	h 
	Move one space left

	j 
	Move one space down

	k 
	Move one space up

	l 
	Move one space right

	<spacebar>
	Move one space right

	<backspace>
	Move one space left

	<return>
	Move to beginning of next line down

	-
	Move to beginning of previous line

	Correcting Mistakes
	(vi command mode)

	x 
	Delete one character

	dd 
	Delete entire line

	ndd 
	Delete n lines

	u 
	Undo most recent change

	U
	Undo all changes on current line

	Checking Spelling 
	(UNIX shell command)

	spell filename
	List misspelled words found in filename

	Searching 
	(vi command mode)

	/searchword 
	Search forward through the file for the first occurrence of searchword

	/
	Continue search for the next occurrence of searchword

	?searchword
	Search backward for the first occurrence of searchword

	?
	Continue search backward for the next occurrence of searchword

	Jumping to a line
	(vi command mode)

	n+
	Jump forward (down) n lines

	n- 
	Jump backward (up) n lines

	nG 
	Go to line number n

	G
	Go to the bottom of the file

	Setting Line Numbers
	(vi command mode)

	:set nu
	Set line numbers on the screen

	:set nonu
	Remove line numbers

	Yanking and putting
	(vi command mode)

	“anyy 
	Yank (copy) n lines into buffer “a

	“ap
	Put the contents of buffer “a below the current line

	Substituting 
	(vi command mode)

	:%s/oldstring/newstring/g
	Replace oldstring by newstring everywhere in the file

	Editing Another File
	(vi command mode)

	:e filename
	Edit filename

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


